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Cancelled- this Saturday’s Honey Show

Sadly we have not received enough entries to make the show viable this year

Some 50Ibs of honey have been extracted from the apiary hives this summer. All 8 hives and | nuc have
been inspected in preparation for over-wintering, hives have been treated with Apiguard, and samples of
bees taken for Nosema testing on the 17" September — see below for clinic details. As autumn looms
and the nights draw in, hive inspections will be on Saturday mornings only from henceforth.

— the last trading day for the Apiary shop this year will be Saturday 24" September.

If you would like to visit the site or are interested in keeping your bees there please contact Liz on 0208
786 8170 or by email liz.knee@googlemail.com. Room for a couple more hives only.

Sites are available in the Ashtead/Leatherhead area - please contact Catherine Delehanty :
camdel36@yahoo.co.uk /tel: 01372 277107.

. It's that time of year already! Please complete the attached membership
renewal form and return to Kimberley Gimenes by 31/10/11 — thanks.

Forthcoming Events at the Apiary...

Nosema Clinic —Saturday 17" September, From 10 am. Liz Knee has kindly agreed to oversee
and assist in helping members test their bees for Nosema. Please bring a sample of about 30 bees per
hive to test for this disease. It will also be an opportunity to talk about brood and adult bee disease in
general and to discuss Integrated Pest Management. Detailed instructions on collecting a correct
sample of bees is included further on in the newsletter. (Thanks to Jim Joyce from Weybridge BKA.)

‘Clean-up Saturday’ at the Apiary — 1°' October — from 9am: Come and join your fellow club
members - all help appreciated. Bring a snack to keep you going — hot drinks provided.

Autumn Club Evenings

We will be running a series of talks and demonstrations in the autumn provisionally to be held on
Tuesday evenings. If you have any suggestions for topics and/or speakers who may be of interest to
members at the club, please email Peter Smith at :info@epsombeekeepers.co.uk

See below for a talk on the 18" October..............
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Over - wintering Bees

A talk by Dr Ivor Davis Master Beekeeper and ex-president of the BBKA.
7pm on Tuesday 18" October at the Apiary.

Not to be missed!
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DATES FOR DIARY

Sep-11 Nonsuch Park Awareness Day

Sep-17 NEW - Nosema Clinic from 10am

Oct-01 Working Party at the Apiary from 9am

Oct-18 NEW - Talk by Dr Ivor Davis — “Over-wintering Bees” 7pm at the Apiary
Oct-22 NEW - ‘Done the Basic — What Next?’ — SBKA Training Event - Claygate
Oct- 27-29 National Honey Show, Weybridge

Nov-12 Epsom AGM

Dec-03 SBKA AGM at the Tilford institute, Tilford, Nr Farnham

South East Honey Survey 2011 As per usual at this time of year, | am asking for information on
honey yields and prices in the South East region. As always this season’s weather was very different
from last year and so it always makes an interesting comparison to see the average each year.

As always, personal information is kept secure but average honey yields and prices are passed to defra,
which form part of the annual statistics for food production. The more information you, as beekeepers,
can supply to defra about the size and value of the honey crop and therefore by implication the value of
honeybees to the economy in terms of pollination etc, the easier it will to support claims for further
investment in the bee health/research budget.

Please forward this email to any of your members willing to participate or place in your newsletter,
replies can be sent direct to me or you could collect the replies and send as a batch. | would also be
very grateful if you could gather information from any individuals who do not have email access and
forward on to me.

| will, as usual write up the results and send out a report later in the year.
Thanking you in advance for your help

Regards

Alan Byham

SE Regional Bee Inspector

The Food and Environment Research Agency - National Bee Unit

email: alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

Tel/fax: 01306 611016

Mob: 07775 119447
(Please see attached document for Honey Statistics Form)

Capturing Bees for Testing

To test effectively for nosema you need to capture foraging bees from the outside of the hive, only collect
samples when normal foraging is happening, DO NOT COLLECT WHEN LOTS OF YOUNG BEES ARE
HOVERING OUTSIDE THE HIVE ENTRANCE AROUND LUNCH TIME.

The 2 methods recommended to collect 30 bees are;

1. Use a plastic container i.e Ketchup, detergent, salad cream, and shampoo or detergent bottle. Ideally
it should have an oval cross section, cut off the bottom and top to make a tube, attach a plastic bag to
the top end, if you adjust the hive entrance so that the bee catcher covers the entrance you will be
amazed how quickly the bees fly into the bag. These can then be transferred to the freezer to keep until
examination.

2. This is not as effective as the number of bees collected cannot be counted; if the above is too
complicated for you, a more rough & ready method is to close the hive entrance for a couple of minutes,
the front of the hive or landing board will soon be a mass of confused returning bees which can be
scraped off with a large size matchbox, quickly closing the lid when you think you have enough bees.

DO NOT FORGET TO REOPEN THE ENTRANCE.

It would appear from people who have recently passed their Basic beekeeping assessment that they
have been taught to capture bees in a matchbox from the top bars inside the hives, where many of the
bees may be young nurses, which will have far fewer nosema spores in their gut than older bees. This is
not the officially recommended way of collecting a sample for this purpose and would appear to be a
fault in an otherwise good assessment.
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The National Honey Show
The 80™ National Honey Show, the U.K’s ‘gold standard’ honey show, is just weeks away. It will be held
in Weybridge, Surrey from 27" to 29" October. There are almost 250 classes and beekeepers come
from all over the world to enter so it is truly an international show. Why not book a ticket now to see the
best of the best?

What’s on?
Apart from the world class honey show there will be a full programme of workshops and lectures
throughout the event and a wide selection of trade stands with lots of equipment and books to buy.
Danish queen rearing expert Keld Brandstrup, Thomas Seeley from Cornell University, USA, author of
the excellent book Honeybee Democracy and Eric Osterlund, editor of the Swedish beekeeping journal
‘Bitidningen’ will be among the international experts presenting lectures. Speakers from nearer home
include Micheal Mac Giolla Coda, Professor Robert Pickard and Dr Nigel Raine. The show will also
feature an extensive programme of workshops. These cover a wide range of subjects including wax
modelling, skep making and microscopy. There will be a series of talks aimed at taking the mystery out
of the BBKA Basic, husbandry and module exams. Bookings for the workshops will open on
September 1st and may be made either online at http://snipurl.com/23jrje or by calling 07729 424002.
There will be a £5 non-returnable booking fee per workshop. For enquiries emalil
nationalhoneyshow@gmail.com or telephone the number above. Don’t procrastinate — these
workshops fill up quickly.
How much does it cost?
You can become a member of the National Honey Show for £12 (or £13 via PayPal) and then entry for
the duration of the show is free. Accompanied children of 16 years and under are free and additional
family members over 16 years living at the same address can come in for £6 each. Admission for non-
members is £15 per day. On Saturday admission for non-members after 12 noon is £5. You can join by
contacting the membership secretary, Mrs Sandra Rickwood, 19 Kenwood Drive, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey, KT12 5AU. Alternatively, email srhoneyshow@googlemail.com or telephone 020 33 55 8716
and leave a message. You can also pay on the door but it is better to get an advance ticket and avoid
the queue. A programme and show schedule is available on request.
The official closing date for show entries is 1% October but late entries will be accepted until 22™ October
on payment of a £5 late entry fee.
How do | get my entries to the show?
Exhibitors delivering personally to the show must bring their entries on Wednesday 26™ October between
2.30pm and 6pm. You hand them over to a steward who will stage them for you. You could use a courier
or post to The National Honey Show, c/o “Facilities”, St George’s College, Addlestone, Weybridge, KT15
2QS. Postal entries must arrive at St Georges College after 19" October and before noon on 26™
October. Why not persuade one member of your association to bring all the entries from your
association to the show? You could split the fuel costs. Don’t forget someone will also need to collect
them at 4.30pm on Saturday 29" October, immediately after the show closes. Thornes have, once
again, kindly agreed to take exhibits to the show on your behalf. You can deliver your entries to their
new headquarters at Rand by Monday 24" October or to Windsor or Stockbridge by Friday 215 October.
Jeremy Burbidge of Northern Bee Books has kindly offered the same facility to anyone who can deliver
to him. (By Monday 24" October and please call him before you visit.)
Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire HX7 5JS
(01422 882751 — jeremy@recordermail.demon.co.uk)
Where is the show?
The show is at St Georges College, Woburn Hill, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey, KT15 2QS
Opening times: Thursday 27" October 1.45pm to 6pm
Friday 28" October 9.00am to 6pm
Saturday 29" October  9.00am to 4.30pm
How do | get there?

By road: from junction 11 of the M25 (marked Chertsey) follow signs to Weybridge. At the roundabout,
take the third exit, A317 to Weybridge. Turn left at the next roundabout into the college.
By rail: Trains leave from Waterloo station to Weybridge. Then, either take a taxi or a connecting train to
Addlestone — the college is ten minutes walk from the station. Please make sure in advance that there is
a suitable connection. www.nationalrail.co.uk or 08457 48 49 50.
Public transport advice: www.traveline.info or 0871 200 22 33
The show programme, which is available on request, (see above), includes maps and directions.

See you there!



An important message from Andy Wattam, Head of Bee Health — FERA.

| have been out inspecting quite a bit recently and almost exclusively have come across bees which are
starving, some to the point where their demise was only hours away - | have even taken to carrying
syrup in the car with me, as, in general terms, beekeepers have nothing in stock for contingency feeding.
In some cases | have had to pour syrup into empty comb and onto the top-bars for the bees to feed to
get them going again as they were at that 'creeping' point which signs almost imminent demise of the
stock.

A very sad state of affairs | am sure you would agree? — These are not isolated incidents, but on some
days are reflected in every site we visit.

Also in many cases | am seeing increased levels of Varroa - this becomes more and more ‘visually’
evident in colonies which are short of food as the brood nest diminishes and the mites move onto the
bees themselves. Again in some of the cases the beekeeper had neither thought about, nor prepared to
carry out any sort of Varroa controls, or doing much in the way of monitoring. Can | emphasize again that
where insert boards are used with Open Mesh Floors the boards must be made sticky before use,
otherwise consistently low mite count will be realised, as the mites will simply walk off! Often back into
hive to continue their quest.

| am seeing in lots of cases of people using icing sugar as a 'Varroa Treatment'. It should be borne in
mind that icing sugar is to be seen as a complimentary Technique to other forms of Integrated Pest
Management. As a standalone it rarely has sufficient knock-down to achieve the full controls on its own
unless it is done regularly, skillfully and with the correct Open Mesh Floor in place, i.e.: with sufficient
drop beneath to ensure that the mites cannot return to the hive, and sufficient cover onto the bees — the
value of just sprinkling icing sugar onto top bars is very questionable, although in some cases it has
helped to keep the bees alive - by giving them something to eat!

Again something else which rears its head regularly is where a beekeeper has taken delivery of a
Nucleus —filled up the compliment of the Brood Chamber with foundation and provided no
supplementary feed — the bees are sitting there, just surviving on the drawn comb with no hope of
expansion to survive the winter.

Please, please — heft hives to check for weight, look inside and see what is happening, Feed now to
ensure winter survival unless hives are so heavy you can hardly lift them.

Keep an eye on the wasp situation and reduce entrances / set traps where necessary.
We are now approximately 3 weeks into a dearth of nectar, unless you are within flying distance of a

specific crop which is providing something of value, and from what | can see in most areas 10 days
before the Ivy comes properly into flower to be of use. 23/8/2011

Bee Pollinator Survey

Dear Beekeeper,

| would be grateful if you had the time to complete the following survey. The results the survey
generates will be used for a research project currently being conducted at the University of Lincoln
into the movement of bees and importance of the spray liaison scheme to beekeepers.

The survey should only take 2 - 3 minutes and your comments will be greatly received.

The survey can be accessed by clicking on the following
link http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WMCDHS7

Thank you for your cooperation

Ben Crabb, Lecturer, Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Animal Sciences, University of Lincoln
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SBKA Free Training Event

Sat. 2277 Oct 2011 Claygate Church Hall, Church Road, Claygate, Surrey KT1001P 10,15 to 1.30

DONE THE BASIC - WHAT NEXT?

This is not about TAKING EXAMS — that acknowledgement, of any new skills dcquired, is up to you.
Dur abjective for this event is to make us all become

BETTER BEEKEEPERS

With the recent, massive increase, In the rumber of hobbyist beekeepers it is important for the
REPUTATION of our CRAFT, the BEES, FELLOW BEEXEEPERS and not least the GENERAL PUBLIC, that
all of us have access to learning tools to increase our KNOWLEDGE OF BEEXEERPING — This is a craft
that cannot be learnt overmight. It takes time, experience and dedication. At this free event we want
to unravel the next stages of development available ta you., We hope that this will result in you
gathering more pleasure fraom your bees and they too, perhaps, having an easier time and just
passibily giving you a drop mare honeyt!

WHY NOW: with the bees in bed for winter and the National Honey Show next week — what better
way to pass the winter months than study BEEKEERING!!

OUR SPEAKERS OMN THE DAY

CHRIS DEAVES — Chairman of the BEKA Education and Husbandry Committee: will talk on How to
Structure the Development of your Beekeeping,

Briefly runming through the seven 3354 madules, the levels of infermatien reguired, the speed of

wour approach 16 the various subjects, how 1o miss the pitfalls)

Alastair Welch — Master Beekeeper and General Husbandry Examiner: to give an Overview of the
General Husbandry Assessment

Depth of knowledge, how it is assessed, how to prepare yourself znd briefly covering the Advanced
Husbandry Assessment.

Bob Maurer — Master Beekeeper: Microscopy and the Show Judge Assessment
Where 1o get advice,

MWany of you who will attend, could, if you wanted Lo, probably pass these modules with a little
palishing up of your knowledge and techniques —you just may need a nudge in the right direction.

HOW TO GET YOURSELF A SEAT AT THIS EVENT: Space is limited and seats will be given up on a first
come first served basis, although it is a free event, if you cannot attend do please let us know so
yvour place can be passed onte ancther member, Please contact Serena Fraser on 07941214725 or
serena@ihefrasersd plus,com  give name, division, and preferably email address to confirm your
seat. Please note seats available from Monday 57 Sept. Do not apply an earlier (as moving house!)



Thornes Sale Days

Windsor: Saturday 10" Sept 10 am -1pm
Stockbridge : Saturday 8" Oct 10am —1pm

The on-line winter sale will begin in the second half on November.
Do consider joining their facebook page for more news:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/EH-Thorne-Beehives-Ltd/249052641772753

From personal experience of a sale day | advise that you turn up well before the opening
time: that you have another person with you to ‘guard’ the equipment you want to buy;
and if you have a sack-truck or trolley take it along, as it will save you a lot of time and
stress, as there are never enough trolleys available. Good luck!

FUTURE BEEKEEPERS: Beginners Course Jan 2012.

Our beginners Beekeeping Course starts on Tuesday 10th January 2012. An application
form can be downloaded from our website: http://epsombeekeepers.co.uk, or contact Jill
Forbes on either 0208 647 7963 or jill.forbes1@btinternet.com

Bees in the news!

http://www.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/Solar-energy-farm-haven-bees-Lincolnshire/story-13095869-

detail/story.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/beekeeping/8737149/Beekeeping-Diary-honey-and-

pests.html

http://www.guardian.co.uk/banrock-station/secret-life-of-honeybees
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