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Apiary News 
 

EPSOM AGM   The Annual General Meeting of this club will take place on Saturday 12th November at 
5pm.  Our AGMs are always well attended and it is an ideal opportunity to get together with other club 
members as a social event, and as a way to share your views and ideas for the future direction of the 
club. Our membership has increased over the past couple of years and we will be seeking some new 
general committee members, as well as having some specific posts to fill….so if you have a couple of 
hours to spare once a month to attend the committee meetings, then please do think about putting your 
name forward.   Please contact Catherine Delehanty camdel36@yahoo.co.uk / tel: 01372 277107 if you 
require any additional information. 

Refreshments will be provided but please bring a teatime treat - sweet or savoury that we can share. 

 
.  
NESCOT 
If you would like to visit the site or are interested in keeping your bees there please contact Liz on 0208 
786 8170 or by email liz.knee@googlemail.com. Room for a couple more hives only. 
Sites are available in the Ashtead/Leatherhead area - please contact Catherine Delehanty: 
camdel36@yahoo.co.uk /tel: 01372 277107. 
 

Queen Rearing Project 
Phil Shepherd gave a very interesting talk last Tuesday evening on the Queen rearing project.  If you 
missed it you can look at it on our website in the members area, entitled Queen Rearing Project 2011. 
 
Subscriptions Due:   If you still need to renew your sub PLEASE send your completed form & 
payment to Kimberley Gimenes by 31st October 2011.  
 

Forthcoming Events at the Apiary 
Please note our full programme of talks and demonstrations over the next two months – hopefully there 
is something for everyone............. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over - wintering Bees 
 

A talk by Dr Ivor Davis Master Beekeeper and ex-president of the BBKA. 
7pm on Tuesday 18th October at the Apiary. 

Only a few places left! Please contact Jill Forbes to reserve your seat. 
Tel: 0208 647 7933 or email: Jill.forbes1@btinternet.com 

 
 

The workshop is tidy, the sheds have been cleaned out, and the apiary and clubhouse are looking 
spick and span. Many thanks to everyone who came to help at the apiary clear-up days. It is very 
much appreciated. 

http://www.epsombeekeepers.co.uk/
mailto:liz.knee@googlemail.com


 
 
 
 

DATES FOR DIARY 
Oct 11th NEW: Dipped Candles 7 - 9pm at the Apiary 
Oct 18th Talk by Dr Ivor Davis – “Over-wintering Bees” 7pm at the Apiary 
Oct 22nd Done the Basic – What Next?’ – SBKA Training Event - Claygate 
Oct 25th NEW: Moulded Wax Candles 7- 9pm at the Apiary 
Oct 27- 29th  National Honey Show, Weybridge  
Nov 1st NEW: Microscopy & Diseases 7- 9pm at the Apiary 
Nov 8th NEW: Beekeepers ‘ Question Time’ 7- 9pm at the Apiary 
Nov 12th EBKA AGM 5 pm at the Apiary   
Nov 15th NEW: SWEET MAKING: 7- 9pm at the Apiary 
Nov 29th NEW: HIVE PHOTOS FROM MAY TO SEPTEMBER 7- 9pm at the Apiary 
Dec 3rd SBKA AGM at the Tilford institute, Tilford, Nr Farnham 

 
 
News from Farnham Beekeepers … 
Once this spell of hot weather is over, we shall soon need to put mouse guards on.  I think most of us 
now, with screen floors, cut a small piece of mouse guard and pin it over the entrance block.  My frames 
are stacked in boxes and as soon as the weather gets a bit cooler I shall be scraping them down, 
discarding any old wax and then empty frames will be saved for the steam cleaner - but that really has to 
wait until the colder weather to avoid the bees joining in. 
 
Many of us have partially filled supers and I think that others, beside me, are going to try Ian Homer’s 
idea of putting them under the brood boxes in the hope they will use them up.  I imagine without a queen 
excluder - will try to contact Ian about that. 
 
In the Rural Life apiary we have had some interesting happenings.  Sadly, a nuc being robbed out by a 
particularly bad tempered colony, so we have removed the queen from said bad tempered one and 
replaced it with the queen from the nuc - we shall see this afternoon if they have accepted her but she 
will not be what they are expecting as she won’t have been fed much and probably gone off lay.  Also, 
we watched in fascination a minute queen going round begging for food, and being fed, on the landing 
board of another hive, but then she went into the hive which, on reflection was not a good idea - again 
we shall see this afternoon if the perfectly good queen in there has dealt with her!  What she was doing 
there I cannot imagine, on her own and so small.  The rest of the hives are divided, some still in the 
midst of having Apiguard treatment, after we managed to wrench their supers away, and some have 
completed the treatment, so it is not ideal.  Obviously far better if all are treated at the same time, to 
prevent any drones with Varroa attached, spreading them back to the clean colonies, but with the 
heather honey coming in this has been impossible.  All colonies are massive, on double brood boxes, so 
we shall unite next spring rather than now, when we see what has come through the winter in good 
order. 
 
Do read the articles in Beecraft, particularly the one for beginners - I think that Bridget Beattie is very 
good, and fortunately leaves me little to emphasise!  There is also a good article on Natural Beekeeping, 
which might hopefully make people realise that you cannot really look after your bees and help them to 
avoid disease with this method, unless you already know quite a bit about beekeeping!  The BBKA 
magazine (why did they have to spend all that money setting up a replica magazine?!) has the usual 
good article by Forager - always worth reading.  I won’t quote it here but do read and take in his final two 
paragraphs - suffice it to say he emphasises that we need to read our bees, and work with them. 
Also worth reading is the final, rather scary, article on hornets!  Looks as if they may well come our way 
and are not as easy to tackle as wasp nests! 
 
Swarms - what a thing to be writing about in the October Newsletter!  In the 25 years that I have been 
beekeeping, I have never known reports of so many late swarms - many of them prime so I wonder what 
will be left in the hive - I cannot believe that we shall be getting casts in October, but with this present 
weather, I suppose you never know.  Please let me know if anyone hears of one.  Unless this weather 
continues, and those that collect the swarms feed like mad, I cannot see how they will survive the winter.  
Will certainly need careful nursing. 

Kindly contributed by Anne Buckingham Sec/News Editor 



 
 
 
Please find below details of two events Capital Bee will be running during October and November. Both 
these events are being run to support the Capital Bee trainees and trainers but are also open to general 
beekeepers.  
  
Natural Beekeeping.  
This event is being run by Caroline Van Issum and John Haverson 
At: Mint Street Park. Mint Street Park is on Southwark Bridge Road, and Marshalsea Road, SE1 
Date: Saturday 29th October 2011  
Time: Starting at 10am Finish 4pm. 
Cost:  £3 for Capital Bee (trainees, other community members and trainers) £5 for non Capital Bee 
people 
http://www.capitalgrowth.org/bees/natural_beekeeping/ 
 
Bee Health workshop in conjunction with the National Bee Unit. 
At: Roots & Shoots Ltd. Walnut Tree Walk, Lambeth, SE11 6DN (Phone 020 7587 1131 Email 
office@rootsandshoots.org.uk)  
Date: Saturday 19th November 2011  
Time: Starting at 10:15 am 
Cost:  £3 for Capital Bee (trainees, other community members and trainers) £5 for non Capital Bee 
people  
http://www.capitalgrowth.org/bees/bee_health_workshop/ 
  
 
Thornes Sale, Stockbridge Saturday 8th October from 10am – 1pm. 
Another chance to stock-up on Thornes second-quality equipment.  The same ‘rules of engagement’ 
apply to this sale as to the Windsor one………its first come –first served - so be prepared!  
 
NATIONAL HONEY SHOW - Thursday 27th Oct to Saturday 29th Oct 2011 
St. George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey, KT15 2QS 
 
VOLUNTEER STEWARDS wanted for The Surrey Information Stand  
(Do not confuse this with stewards for the National Honey Show itself) 
 
We require 2 or 3 people to run the Surrey Information Stand in the Trade Hall for time slots of approx. 2 
hours.  It is mainly dealing with enquiries from the general public about beekeeping in Surrey.  They want 
to know about the locations of the 8 division/clubs, how to contact them, when they meet, what you can 
get from the clubs from being a member in terms of support, training, social and so on.  All the 
information you require is available to you on the stand. Some people, including children are just curious 
about the life of a bee and want you to explain their importance to them. You will also come in contact 
with lots of established beekeepers, both recent recruits and the more experienced, so this is a great 
opportunity to “network” and exchange ideas on beekeeping issues. So all in all, as a steward, you 
should have an enjoyable couple of hours and know you have done your bit for SURREY!! 
 
If you can help out please reply to serena@thefrasers8.plus.com, (do not reply to your newsletter editor) 
let me know your name, your division and which of the time slots listed below you are able to do. I will 
confirm back to you by email.   
 
Many thanks for your help. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date   Time Slot  
Thursday 27th Oct A 2.00 - 4.00 pm 
   
Friday 28th Oct                                           B 9.00 - 11.00 am 
 C 11.00 - 1.30 pm 
 D 1.30 - 3.30 pm 
 E 3.30 - 6.00 pm 
   
Sat 29th Oct F 9.00 - 11.00 am 
 G 11.00 - 12.30 pm 
 H 12.30 - 2.00 pm 
 I 2.00 - 4.00 pm  
 

http://www.capitalgrowth.org/bees/natural_beekeeping/
mailto:office@rootsandshoots.org.uk
http://www.capitalgrowth.org/bees/bee_health_workshop/
mailto:serena@thefrasers8.plus.com


 
 
 
BBKA Members Forum, Stoneleigh - 1st October 2011 
The BBKA annual ‘forum’ is where issues can be discussed and ideas fed back to the executive committee. 
 
This year the subjects were Membership Churn, Swarm Collection and Education.   
 
Membership churn:   
Recently BBKA has had 6,000 new members a year but up to 3,500 members leave after their second year. 
Delegates felt that it was important to offer members further targets to retain their interest. The social aspect of 
beekeeping was considered to be very important, as was some form of mentoring system.  Eventually we decided 
that churn was not a major issue as long as we understand the reasons for it.  
 
Swarm collection:   
There is currently a swarm collector’s page on the BBKA website.   
The current system relies on geo-location. That’s a fancy way of saying that if a member of the public rings the 
BBKA they use a post code to find the nearest beekeeper! In practice they look for a beekeeper within a 10 mile 
radius and also report to a registered coordinator in a 20 mile radius. The meeting felt that 5% to 10% of each 
association’s members should be listed as collectors.   
BBKA would like to move to a system of accredited collectors but at present they struggle to find enough 
appropriate people. BBKA would like associations to filter up the appropriate people. 
There are issues with the internet – members reported swarm calls from the south of France and even Texas!  
It was suggested that the BBKA should issue a code of conduct for swarm collection and a system of quality 
control.  
A speaker who was a retired policeman explained that it is no use to give a list of names on a sheet of paper to a 
police station. They just do not have the management systems to cope with it and it will be binned.  Give them a 
website that leads to the info on the paper and they will use it.  
It was suggested that swarm collection training should be part of every beekeepers basic training.  
 
A question was raised regarding spray liaison. A leaflet is in preparation for issue to farmers.  
 
Education:   
The discussion focussed on how we encourage education beyond the basic exam. I have to say, with my Surrey 
hat on, that our activities were considered to be a model by the delegates. We can take that as an accolade but I 
think we have barely started so it doesn’t reflect well on other associations! 
Criteria for taking the General Husbandry Assessment were discussed.  3 to 5 years experience is expected and 
modules 1.2 and possibly 7 would be good but not essential.  
Associations intending to offer module training should have a 3 to 5 year plan during which all the modules would 
be covered.  
It is important to liaise with neighbouring associations to coordinate who is running what.  
Google groups and Skype discussion groups were suggested and one member said he runs a module ‘clinic’ where 
anyone with a question about any module can come along and ask.  
Self help groups were considered a good idea and it was pointed out that it is perfectly acceptable for a group of 
members to jointly take one correspondence course.   
We should understand the difference between exams and training.  All of us need training.  We need a structure 
(modules – General Husbandry) but it should be clear that training is the vital part and taking an exam at the end 
of it is fine if you want to but not essential.  
BBKA would like to know how to measure education success.  Whilst everyone agreed that training, not exams, is 
the important issue, exam passes is the only simple way of measuring success. There were 850 basic exam passes 
this year – a record!  
 
A Further qualification offered by BBKA at a higher level than Master Beekeeper: 
This was clearly floated by the executive to see what the response would be. ‘No’ was the simple answer!   It was 
suggested that BBKA should offer a certificate for competency in training.  
 
The meeting closed with a short debate about the reporting of BBKA sub-committees. 
Bob Maurer - October 2011 (A more detailed report is available if you really want it! Email me – 
bob@maurer.uk.com)  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

President Marysia Owsianka 0208 942 6314 marysia.o@amo.myzen.co.uk  
Chairperson   Mollie Bonard 0208 647 7424 moleandbee@gmail.com 
Treasurer Andrew Barnett 07718 985016 ab004a@gmail.com 
Secretary Peter Smith 0208 224 3964 peter@pfhc.co.uk 
Membership Kimberly Gimenes 07887 534185 kim@rosschild.co.uk 
Trustee on SBKA Council  Jill Forbes 0208 647 7933 jill.forbes1@btinternet.com 
Committee member Sheila Chamberlain  Sheila.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Committee member David Dowson  davidrdowson@googlemail.com 
Committee member David Jones  david.jones2008@o2.co.uk 
Committee member Andrew Knott  andrew.knott@hotmail.com 
Committee member Alasdair Maclean  Alasdair.maclean@dsl.pipex.com 
Committee member Philip Shepherd  Shepland1@googlemail.com 
Hive Equipment Steve Secker 01737 813066 steveasecker@hotmail.com 
Regional Bee Inspector Alan Byham 01306 611016 Alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 
Swarm Liaison Robin Lynch 0208 640 6021 robinlynch@hotmail.com 
 Steve Secker 01737 813066 steveasecker@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editors Sue Lloyd 01737 373742 ebkanewsletter@gmail.com 
 Caroline Herring 01737 370163 ebkanewsletter@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Sue Lloyd & Caroline Herring Newsletter Editors 

ebkanewsletter@gmail.com 
 

FUTURE BEEKEEPERS: Beginners Course Jan 2012. 
Our beginners Beekeeping Course starts on Tuesday 10th January 2012. An application 
form can be downloaded from our website: http://epsombeekeepers.co.uk, or contact Jill 
Forbes on either 0208 647 7963 or jill.forbes1@btinternet.com 

mailto:ebkanewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:ebkanewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:ebkanewsletter@gmail.com

